MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS

had had to fight upon two fronts: for while it was battling in
Italy, the Persians,1 incited by the Ostrogoths, had declared war
upon the Empire; and in the Balkans the Slavs had to be driven
back from the frontiers which they were attacking.

In the midst of these incessant and victorious wars, on the other
hand, the Empire was adapting itself to the deep-seated process
of evolution which was transforming society and manners. The
Code which bears the name of Justinian is one of the great juridical
achievements of all ages.

The Roman civilization was once more brilliant and flourishing,
and in order to commemorate this wonderful renaissance of the
Empire, Saint Sophia was built in the centre of the capital, like an
immense triumphal monument to the glory of God and Byzantium.
When Justinian died the Empire was reconstituted, and sur-
rounded with fortresses, but it was profoundly exhausted, Yet it was
soon compelled to enter upon new and terrible conflicts.

The period that followed the reign of Justinian, from 565 to 610,
is one of the most depressing of Byzantine history.2 War was
raging on all the frontiers; the Persians, the Slavs, and the Avars
flung themselves upon the Empire, and in 568 the Lombards
invaded Italy from the North.

Nevertheless, to contemporary eyes Byzantium did not appear
decadent,; no one foresaw the catastrophe. After all, the Empire
had recovered its footing throughout the West, and had powerful
resources at its disposal: its fleet, thanks to which it maintained
contact with Ravenna, Spain and Africa, its treasury, and its
diplomacy. And another thing was in its favour: its enemies were
quite incapable of coming to an understanding among themselves.
Yet before long the Empire was yielding on every front. The
most important event of this period was undoubtedly the Lombard
invasion.

The Lombards invaded Italy, and although by 575 they had
reached Spoleto and Benevento, they did not succeed in taking
either Rome, or Ravenna, or Naples.*
1 VASHIBV, op. cit., vol. I, p. i8i.               a Ibid., vol. I, pp. 220-221.
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